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FROM : 

Februa ry 5 , 1976 

JOHN 0 . J 
CANNON 

PAUL O'NEIL 
GOVE RN OR 7MOND SHAFE R 

This will confirm an earli call to your office 
advising of a special me ing scheduled for 
Februar 9, 1976 12: Jl.- Qlw in . the Cabinet RM, at which 1me the Pres dent w,,f be br1 e ed on the 
Science and Technolo y Exhibition planned for Cape 
Canaveral, Flori da ; nd then will make an announce­
ment to the Pres Jft oncerning the project. 

In attendance be representatives from each of 
the Fede ral ag ,nci es whi ch are involved in the 
project. 

fo l"\\tard to your attendance. 

Digitized from Box 56 of the James M. Cannon Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



U.S. Bicentennial 
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U.S. BICENTENNIAL EXPOSITION 

ON 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

FACT SHEET 

The u.s. Bicentennial Exposition on Science and 
Technology is being organized and managed by NASA at the 
request of President Ford. All federal agencies concerned 
with science and technology will. exhibit at the Exposition, 
as will a number of industrial firms, universities, and 
other institutions. 

The Exposition will open May 30 and close september 6. 
It will be open daily in that period. 

The 30-acre Exposition sit~ is adjacent to the impres­
sive vehicle Assembly Building at Kennedy Space center, 
Cape canaveral, Florida. FifteEm geodesic domes, the VAB 
and other KSC facilities comprise the site's primary 
structures. These will house Exposition exhibitry repre­
senting the beneficial effects of science and technology to 
American life in the future. 

Each dome is constructed of extruded tubular aluminum, 
covered by vinyl-coated nylon. The modernistic domes are 
120 feet in diameter and provide more than 8,800 square 
feet of exhibit area. 

The Exposition site is one hour from Disney world, two 
hours from Sea world, and close to many other well attended 
attractions in central Florida. Kennedy Space center, itself, 
attracted nearly 1.5 million tourists last year; in excess of 
one million visitors are expected for the Exposition. 

Government agencies actively participating in the Expo­
sition include: the Department of Agriculture, American 
Revolution Bicentennial Administration; Department of commerce; 
community Services Administration; Department of Defense; 
Environmental Protection Agency; Energy Research and Develop­
ment Administration: Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare: Department of Housing and Urban Development: Depart­
ment of Interior; NASA; National Endowment of the ArtsJ 
National Science Foundation; Department of State; Department 
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of Transportation: Department of Treasury: and the u.s. 
J?ostal Service. 
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Representative descriptions of federal agency exhibits 
are attached. 
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AMERICAN REVOLUTION BICENTENNIAL ADMINISTRATION 

USA '76: THE FIRST TWO HUNDRED YEARS is an exhibition 
designed by George Nelson and Company, New York, for the 
ARBA. An overview of the Bicentennial celebration, It 
will be presented through photographs, sound, films, and 
a special computerized information center. 

A three minute film, "Celebration", will show ways in which 
the Fourth of July has been commemorated in the past two 
hundred years. The film expresses, the joy and tumult of 
the traditional celebration and the idea inherent in the 
phr~se .t:rom ~the Declaration, "Life, Liberty and the Pursuit 
of happiness." 

Another film entitled, "Wilderness", assembled from color 
transparencies of great landscape paintings portrays the 
wonders of the beautiful, awesomely empty and unnervingly 
quiet landscape that confronted the first explorers and 
settlers. 

"The Making of a Nation" an audio visual display will show how 
a new society took: shape .:._.~the .frontier town meetings, the 
quilting bees, the grid plans that became the basis of our 
urban design, early methods of travel, the influence of 
Indian culture, the pioneer's "survival kit", early American 
inventions and the mid-19th Century development of railroads, 
towns and industry. 

A four-minute film, "People, People, People", capsulizes how 
North America was filled by immigrants from all over the 
world, beginning with the first arrival of a Mongol on the 
Bering Land Bridge to the first landing of an astronaut on 
the Moon. 

A visual exhibit, "Changing Times", presents a future 
American full of problems and promise and emphasizes the 
citizen's responsibility to deal with the problems and to 
bring the promise to fruition. 

"Portraits of Americans", portrays through 88 photographs, 
people from all over the country, different and yet somehow 
alike, and whose common experiences and hope have left a 
mark of openness, optimism and purpose on their faces. 

The final section deals with the three major bicentennial 
themes, HERITAGE '76, urges us to reexamine our origins and 
values. FESTIVAL USA -- brings all of the country and the 
world to our doorsteps through Bicentennial special events. 
HORIZONS '76 challenges every American to become involved 
with the future. Included is a computer terminal connected 
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